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Is there financial or other eligibility criteria for clinic attendees?

No. At this time, there is no financial eligibility to attend the clinic. Attendees will come
from a range of income levels. In some cases, seniors in higher income brackets can face
difficulties accessing their funds. For example, someone else may be in control of their
money or some seniors may be “asset rich, but cash poor,” with their wealth locked into
their property.

Attendees will not be asked to confirm whether they or the person they are supporting has
been diagnosed with dementia or another condition like mild cognitive impairment.

There is no lower age limit; that is, attendees do not need to be age 65 or older. For
example, a 55-year-old with dementia may wish to make an appointment. An estimated
28,000 Canadians age 65 and under have dementia, according to the Alzheimer Society of
Canada.

Eligibility criteria may change in the future.

What legal topics are discussed at the clinic?

At this time, there is not an exhaustive list. The clinic will identify and respond to
community need. Topics covered may change in the future.

Is there a cap to the number of lawyers listed in the directory?

Not at this time. Dementia Justice Canada does not have sustained operational funding
and the directory membership fee is to help cover the costs of running the clinic. Financial
support from as many lawyers as possible is appreciated. In the future, we may place a cap
on the directory size.



How does a lawyer know if a person attended the Dementia Justice Clinic?

When a person calls your office, we have asked them to say that they attended the
Dementia Justice Clinic and are interested in a free 30-minute consultation with you. At
this time, it is the honour system. But if you suspect misuse, please report your general
concern to us (without identifying the person). This will help us know the scope of the
problem and adjust our procedures accordingly.

Please note that if an individual is housebound, in hospital orin a care home, they may
have talked to Heather Campbell Pope on the phone or she may have visited them in-
person at their location.

Am | obligated to provide the free consultation?

No. You can decline to provide the consultation. The person is welcome to try another
lawyer.

Am | obligated to provide further legal services after the consultation?

No. But you can agree to provide further help at an agreed to rate (or pro bono).

Doesn’t the law society have rules about referral fees?

Yes, and this is not a referral. Dementia Justice Canada is simply building a list of lawyers
available to provide a free 30-minute consultation. We will not make specific
recommendations or referrals. The list is provided to clinic attendees for their convenience.
Itis our attempt to enhance access to legal services for people with dementia.

Is Dementia Justice a charity?
No. Dementia Justice Canada is a federally incorporated nonprofit organization. It has

extraprovincial licence to operate in Ontario and British Columbia. We may seek charitable
status in the future.
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